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MAVELA. ISEYES DLf. IS ABES , SHE FALLS MADLY IN LOVE

AN EXTREMELY CHARISMATIC MEMBER O WAL GANG. THE 10BD°S. THE
IS FORCED TO MAKE A BRUTA CENBERWEEN GANG LOYALTY AND T#

HAVEE FOR € TH IMPOSSIBLE DILEMMA.
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SYNOPSIS

MAVELA. A 15-YEAR-OLD BLACK TEENAGER. DID NOT FIT IN.
THAT WAS UNTIL SHE ENCOUNTERED THE BLACK BRONX. A
WELL-KNOWN GANG OF YOUNG AFRICANS. SHE FEELS AT HOME
IN THE GANG. ACCEPTED. SHE HAS FRIENDS NOW. WHO GET
HER MIXED UP IN STREET LIFE. FOR THE VERY FIRST TIME.
MAVELA FEELS LIKE SHE BELONGS. IN RETURN. SHE
QUICKLY LEARNS THAT BLACK BRONX IS A LIFETIME
COMMITMENT: ONCE A GANG MEMBER. ALWAYS A GANG
MEMBER. AND SHE HAS NO INTENTION OF LEAVING. ONE DAY,
HOWEVER. SHE MEETS MARWAN.

MARWAN IS MORODCCAN AND A MEMBER OF THE 1080°S.
ANOTHER TEENAGE GANG AND THE ENEMY OF THE BLACK
BRONX GANG. FROM THEIR FIRST MEETING. THEY KNOW THEY
WERE MADE FOR EACH OTHER. BUT A GIRL WHO IS A MEMBER
OF THE BLACK BRONX GANG IS NOT SUPPOSED TO GO AROUND
WITH OUTSIDERS. THE YOUNG COUPLE IS FORCED TO HIDE.
SEEING EACH OTHER IN SECRET. BUT. THE BEST-LAID PLANS
OF MICE AND MEN OFTEN GO ASTRAY... THEY ARE QUICKLY
FOUND OUT AND HAVE TO PAY THE CONSEQUENSES. WHEN
MAVELA IS PUNISHED FOR HER DISLOYALTY TO THE GANG.
SHE FINALLY WAKES UP TO REALITY. REALIZING THAT SHE
IS NOT WHERE SHE BELONGS.
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MAVELA

MAVELA’S REAL NAME IS MARIE-EVELYNE. SHE IS SIXT
CONGO, BUT ALWAYS LIVED IN BELGIUM. PEOPLE ARE STI
SHE IS A FOREIGNER. MAVELA IS NOT FEELING AT HOMI
HER HOME WITH HER MOM NEITHER AT SCHOOL. WITH HE
PLACE SHE IS ABLE TD BE HERSELF IS AT THE BLACK B
FROM BRUSSELS. WHEN SHE IS WITH THE BLACK BRONX:
LIKE SHE CAN BE HERSELF. EVEN MORE. SHE HAS THE FE
MEAN SOMETHING.

WHEN MAVELA MEETS MARWAN. IT IS DIFFICULT TO STA JUGH HE
IS A MORROCAN BOY FROM A COMPETING GANG. HE MEA! RE TO
MAVELA. WITH HIM SHE CAN BE HERSELF. THE REAL MAWI FIME...

MARTHA CANGA ANTONIO

MARTHA CANGA ANTONIO (20) WAS BORN IN MONS. BELGIUM. SHE GREW UP IN
MECHELEN AND IS A STUDENT IN COMMUNICATION MANAGEMENT. HER FAVORITE
HOBBIES ARE MAKING MUSIC AND ACTING. ON FACEBOOK. MARTHA SAW A CAST-
ING CALL FOR BLACK AND IMMEDIATELY APPLIED. SHE ALSO HOPES TO PURSUE

HER DREAM: TO KEEP ACTING IN THE FUTURE AND MAKE A FULLTIME CAREER

ouT OF IT.
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MARWAN

—
MARWAN. SIXTEEN-YEARS-OLD. IS A CHARMING ST
THE 1080°S. A STREET GANG FROM BRUSSELS &
"CRIMINAL’ ARE COMPLIMENTS. HIS BROTHER NAS
RESPECTS AND AUHIR,?. IS THE LEADER

ALTHOUGH HE DOES NOT GO TO SCHOOL. HE IS
LOSERS: MARWAN'S SCHOOL IS THE STRE
ALL THIS AND STARTS THINKING ABDU'
HE CAN REMEMBER. MARWAN IS A PAR
‘ LIKE FAMILY TO HIM. EXCEI

’ UNTIL HE BUMPS INTO MAVE
\ HEAD: NOW HE KNOWS
MARWAN ALREADY K
HIS FRIENDS BUT
JEALOUS
SABOTAL

‘ ,

ABOUBAKR BENSAIHI [19) WAS BORN AND RAISED IN BRUSSELS. BELGIUM. HE IS
IN HIS LAST YEAR OF SECONDARY SCHOOL AT THE IMELDA INSTITUTE. A
FLEMISH SPEAKING SCHOOL IN MOLENBEEK - ONE OF THE PLACES WHERE ADIL
EL ARBI AND BILALL FALLAH WERE SEARCHING FOR CAST MEMBERS FOR
BLACK. AFTE| PLE OF CASTING CALLS THE DUD KNEW ABOUBAKR WAS
THE PERFECT CHOICE E MAIN MALE CHARACTER IN THEIR MODERN ROMED
AND JULIET STORY. ABOL REAL PASSION FOR FILM. AND WANTS TO
KEEP ACTING IN THE FU S TO RAP. DANCE AND BEATBOX.
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e ADlﬂL ARBI AND BILALL FALLAH ARE TWO YOUNG PROMISING DIRECTORS)
OF M CAN ORIGIN. THEY STUDIED AT THE-INSTITUTE SAINT-LUC IN% |
BR}*SS WHERE THEY MET. EVER SINCE. THE TWO FILM DIRECTORS ARE

AN INSEPERABLE DUO.

THEIR SHORT FILM "BROEDERS (2011) WAS A SUCCESS-WHICH DELIVER
THEM DIFFERENT AWARDS AT THE GHENT FILM FESTIVAL AND THE
‘HT‘R"'TI!IAL SHORT FILM FESTIVAL OF LEUVEN. ONE OF THE AWARDS
WAS THE' VAF WILDCART FOR FICTION [(2011), WHIC iTHEY HAVE PU

:

COUPE GHOROTO (2010) l"‘; ! 4 $ TOWARDS MAKING THEIR FEATURE DEBUT. "IMAGE’(2014).
B

TV SHOW WIT LACK'(201S). THE DUO HAVE MADE THEIR SECOND FEATURE FILM.
© BERGICA (2012) ; BESIDES THAT. ADIL WON THE FAMOUS BELGIAN TV SHOW ‘THE SMARTEST
' R ; PERSON ON/ EARTH’ IN 2014, WHERE HIS APPEARANCE WAS WIDELY NOTICED

BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC. SINCE THEN. ADIL AND BILALL ARE EMBRACED
BY THE BELGIAN PEOPLE.
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HATE LEADS TO HATE

ROMAIHE MOMENT WE STARTED OUR STUDIES AT THE FILM SCHOOL WE WA ' AOF dif nﬁnﬁ BKACK. BY DIRK BRACKE. TH
JRY. DF THE EOOK AND THE SETTING ARE VERY FAMILIAR TO US. WE GREW UP |% le R ENVIRONMENT AND HAVE EXPERIENCED YOUTH
" AL

BRUSSELS.FOR THE MAJORITY ]BPLE THE GANG REALITY IS A TD

T LY BIFFERENT WORLD. ITY THEY HAVE NO CONNECTION
LLS 5 unv] H APPEMANCE OF Nsa. HE {S ABLE TO TELL US WHY YOUNG-
GANGS OPERAT! us;//V/nLEucs

H. Wi TSOEVER. DIRK BRACKE. HUHE_VER.
S"BECOME PART OF THESE GANGS, HOE ; /
UL V. i., [
;/LHAYS BEEN THE'LEADING THEMES IN OUR WORK.

~ mmm &
ITH BLAEK WE ARE READY TO TAKE A NEW STEP N OUR CAREER AS DIRECTURS THRDUGH OUR PREVIOUS MOVIES. WE HAVE THE ACQUIRED

T EXAMPLE. BOTH FOR US AS DIRECTORS AS FOR US AS

’ EXPERIEHCE_AND CONNECTIONS IN THE ‘FORBIDDEN® PARTS OF THE CITY. BLACKS A: I.IRBAN DRAMA, AND WE HOPE TO HAVE DBTAINED THE SAME

QUALITY AS_;.,A HAINE BY MATTHIEU KASSOV 4, BEEN AN
AGER: IHHABfTAN : IFFICULT DISTRICTS. NOT ONLY IN BELGIUM.
JOCUMENTARY,. WE HOPE TO SHOW THE DIFFICULT REALITY OF THESE GANGS A
STYLE. CDMPARABLE TO AMERICAN CINEMA. BOTH ON THE £EVEL OF IM2 '
I ]
W/ {
PECIF TING' OF THE GANGS IN BRUSSELS MIXED WITH THE



ADIL AND BILALL ARE WELL KNOWN IN BELGIUM. THEIR FIRST FEATURE FILM IMAGE AND THE APPEAR-
ANCE OF ADIL IN THE FAMOUS TV-SHOW "THE SMARTEST PERSON ON EARTH' . INCREASED THEIR
POPULARITY. HENCE. THE DUO GOT A LOT OF ATTENTION FROM THE PR TELEVISION
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REALITY OR FICTION ?

ONE OF THE STRENGTHS OF THE MOVIE IS THE REALISTIC APPROACH. TO THIS DAY, BRUSSELS STILL COUNTS 38 ACTIVE YOUTH GANGS FROM
SEVERAL ORIGINS IN CERTAIN NEIGHBOURHOODS. THEREFORE. IT GETS A LOT OF ATTENTION BY THE MEDIA AND PRESS. THE INTENTION OF THE
DIRECTORS IS TO TELL ANOTHER STORY OF THESE GANGS. THE STORY BEHIND WHAT WE SEE IN THE PRESS.

STREET WAR IN BRUSSELS GOES ON

DE STANDAARD
26/04/2014

36 URBAN GANGS COUNTED
IN BRUSSELS

LE SOIR 05/05/2014

MORE STREETGANGS IN BRUSSELS? TO BE IN THE
DATABASE OF THE POLICE IS THOUGH

DE MORGEN
06/05/2014
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BACK/BLACK

THE SCREENPLAY IS BASED ON THE NOVELS "BACK" AND 'BLACK’

BY DIRK BRACKE. A VERY WELL-KNOWN WRITER AMONG BELGIAN
TEENAGERS. HE SOLD MORE THAN 350 000 COPIES OF THESE
TWO BOOKS. WHICH HAVE BEEN TRANSLATED INTO DANISH.
GERMAN. SPANISH AND POLISH. BO. A MOVIE PRODUCED BY
CAVIAR. IS BASED ON HIS BOOK ENGELENHUIS. THE NOVELS
‘BACK” AND 'BLACK’ ARE WELL RESEARCHED BY THE AUTHOR.
DIRK BRACKE HAS FOLLOWED THE POLICE DURING A LONG PERIOD
IN THEIR INVESTIGATIONS ABOUT THE GANGS IN BRUSSELS.

ORIGINALLY. DIRECTOR HANS HERBOTS WOULD MAKE A MOVIE OF
THIS BOOKS. BUT HANS HIMSELF WAS CONVINCED ADIL AND
BILALL WERE BETTER PLACED TO DIRECT BLACK. THEY OFFER A
NEW AND UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE ON THIS NARRATIVE WHILE PRE-
SERVING THE STORY’S POIGNANT AUTHENTICITY.

avosioNos  CAVIAR

FAJIVUE MHIT

AJVia

DIRK BRACKE

VERFILMD DOOR ADIL EL ARBI EN BILALL FALLAH

DAYIDSFONDS
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SOUNDTRACK

MUSIC PLAYS AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN BLACK. THE MIX OF ORIGINALLY
_4GAMPOSED MUSH

pE,BY HANNES DE MAEYER ON ONE HAND AND HIPHOP AND RAP
MUSIC. MADE BY LOCAL BANDS OF BRUSSELS.

li! Tﬂi OTHER HAND. IS VERY
INTERESTING. THIS HIPHOP AND RAP MUSIC

STRAIGHT FROM -
BRUSSELS STREETS AND IS IMPORTANT FOR THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE MOVIE.

IT COULD ALSO BE SAID THAT THE BLEND OF THIS TWO TYPES OF MUSIC
REPRESENTS THE MIX BETWEEN CLASSICAL BELGIUM AND THE YOUTH GANGS.

FURTHERMORE. ONE OF THE SONGS IN THE MOVIE IS A COVER OF AMY
WINEHOUSE’'S ‘BACK TO BLACK’ BY OSCAR AND THE WOLF. ONE OF BELGIUM’S
UPCOMING AND VERY POPULAR TALENTS. THIS IS THE LAST OFFICIAL COVER

OF THE SONG.




“LE CINEMA BELGE NDUS AVAIT BLUFFE AVEC BULLHEAD. IL VIENT DE RETOURNER LE FESTIVAL DE TORONTO AVEC
BLACK” - (LIBERATION)
UNFLINCHING SENSIBILITIES OF

"THE FILM IS ESSENTIALLY A ROMEO AND JULIET LOVE STORY. BUT SHOT THROUGH WITH THE STREETHISE.
: MITLESS POSSIBILITY OF Vi-

LARRY CLARK'S KIDS OR HE:I:TIIR BABANCO'S PIXOTE. AND USES BLAZING VISUALS TO CONVEY THE SE
: OLENCE IN THE INNER CITY - (VICE) ‘

"AND SHAKESPEARE'S ROMED +

“"BLACK IS A MU\!}E”YEU WILL NOT FORGET ONCE YOU SEE IT. IT FITS SOMEWHERE BETWEEN CITY O
JULIET ... IT WILE'DO FOR BELGIUM WHAT GOMORRAH DID FOR ITALY. WHAT CITY OF GOD DID FOR'BRAZIL. AND WHAT PRETTY MUCH EVERY
MARTIN SCORSESE GANGSTER : : l
- [TWITCH FILM) Y — 3

. —
- PICTURE DOES FOR AMERICA.”
‘ .
D. | PROMISE."

— .
" I'M'REALLY GLAD | SAW IT. IT'S THE STRONGEST FILM I'VE SEEN HERE YET AND IT WILL GET REVI
(VARIETY) 7 /
LLAH’S DRIVE THIS RACE CAR OF A FILM WITH

Y. THROUGH CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT. MAKES YOU CARE. (...] EL ARBI AN
UNBRIDLED ENERGY AND UNCOMFORTABLE REALISM.I HOPE THAT BLACK GETS A'MIDE
LY RECOMMENDED"™

t M.
THE BEAUTY OF BLACK IS THAT THE STOR
.
RELEASE AND LOOK FORWARD TO MORE PRODUCTIONS FROM ADIL AND BILIALL IN THE FUTURE. 1
[(PARTICULPELICULA) ! Sy’
IERRE DES GANGS RACIAUX A BRUXELLES.

"POUR LA MEILLEURE SURPRISE DU FESTIVAL. NOUS AVONS RETENU BLACK. UN ROMED ET JULIETTE MODERNE SUR TRAME DE G
A L’ENERGIE BOUILLONNANTE ET AUX IMAGES MAGNIFIQUES * (LES EXPRESS TORONTO-ZEFRED)

" ... « IT LOOKS LIKE A HIDDEN GEM. A MIXTURE OF "GIRLHOOD" MEETING "ROMED AND JULIET". A VERY AUTHENTIC PIECE.” - (STOPKLATKA - MAGDALENA MALSMIUK)
= (EXCLAIM!)

“"BLACK IS A VERY CHALLENGING AND TIMELY WORK THAT ADDS INTERESTING DIALOGUE TO THE CONVERSATION.”
“DIRECTORS EL ARBI AND FALLAH HAVE SET THEMSELVES UP AS NEW VOICES TO WATCH ON THE WORLD SCENE." = [IN THE SEATS)

“BLARING HIP-HOP AND A STYLISTICALLY VISUAL FLAIR." - [THEFILMSTAGE.COM)

3
v “DIRECTED WITH STYLE. SKILL AND ARTISTRY." = (THE FILM CORNER) ;
-
BELOW.” - [SCENE CREEK)

E STORY IS REAL. IT IS RAW. AND IT IS RARE FOR A BELGIAN FILM TO PORTRAY WHAT IS GOING O

“TH
' ' -
“GRITTY. UNFLINCHING PORTRAIT OF STREET LIFE." - [TORONTO FI

“BLACK OFFERS A VERY FRESH PERSPECTIVE OF A GRITTY REALITY THAT DOESN'T USUAL




TECHNICAL DETAILS
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ONCE YOU GO BLACK. YOU NEVER GO BACK

SPONSORS + PARTNERS:

CAVAR CLIMAX FILMs v = flanders® =] ‘“ MEDIA I
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